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Families  with  Children  from  China  Ushered 
in  the  Year  of  the  Ox  in  Chinatown 
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FCC  -New  England  families  learned  about  Chinese  arts  and  crafts 
at  the  AACA  table.  (Photo  by  Yue  Liu) 


By  Cody  Yiu 


Families  with  Children  From 
China  (FCC)-New  England,  a 
nondenominational  organization 
of  families  who  have  adopted 
children  from  China,  hosted  a 
Chinese  New  Year  celebration 
on  the  night  of  January  24  at 
Emperor  Garden  in  Chinatown. 
The  crowd  of  over  500  high-spir¬ 
ited  adults  and  children  enjoyed 
a  full-course  Chinese  banquet,  a 
feast  for  their  taste  buds.  During 
the  four-hour  celebration,  the 
ethnically-diverse  crowd  expe¬ 
rienced  Chinese  culture  through 
performances,  arts  and  crafts. 

Children  and  their  parents 
donned  traditional  Chinese 
costumes.  They  immersed  them¬ 
selves  in  clay  molding,  paper 
folding,  lantern  making  and  cal¬ 
ligraphy  at  different  tables.  The 
Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)'s  table  featured  a 
game  that  challenged  guests  to 
pick  up  marbles  with  a  pair  of 
chopsticks.  Dozens  of  little  ones, 
as  well  as  their  grown-up  coun¬ 
terparts,  rose  to  the  challenge  by 
successfully  mastering  the  art  of 
handling  chopstick,  a  skill  they 
readily  put  into  practice  as  the 
first  banquet  course  was  served. 

"AACA  is  very  excited  to 
be  involved  in  this  event  with 
FCC-New  England.  Our  table 
here  is  to  create  awareness  of 
Buds  &  Blossoms,  our  new  early 
childhood  education  center  set 
to  open  in  the  earlier  part  of 


this  year,"  said  Angelina  Hong, 
AACA's  development  coordina¬ 
tor.  "We  believe  that  Buds  & 
Blossoms  will  be  a  valuable  asset 
to  many  parents  of  young  chil¬ 
dren  in  the  Greater  Boston  Area, 
and  we  appreciate  this  chance 
to  give  out  more  information  to 
families."  Hong  said. 

The  night  headed  into 
full-swing  when  a  traditional 
lion  dance  took  center  stage. 
Performers  were  dressed  in  a 
colorful  lion  costume  and  mean¬ 
dered  wildly  through  the  crowd. 
Children  clapped  their  hands 
and  squealed  in  excitement  as  the 
lion  made  its  way  towards  them. 
The  crowd  was  also  regaled  with 
other  forms  of  entertainment 
such  as  drumming,  a  Kung  Fu 
demonstration,  a  Beijing  classical 
dance,  a  Vietnamese  dance  and  a 
Chinese  magic  show. 

"I  love  that  there  are  non- 
Asians  who  are  committed  to  the 
Asian  culture  for  the  benefit  of 
their  adopted  child  from  China. 
The  parents'  love  and  apprecia¬ 
tion  is  heart-felt  and  encouraging 
to  me,"  said  Victor  Ng,  a  Quincy 
resident  who  volunteered  to  be 
the  event's  master  of  ceremony. 

The  Year  of  the  Ox  is  a 
meaningful  year  for  many  young 
guests. 

"Tonight  we  want  to  rec¬ 
ognize  the  girls  who  were  bom 
in  the  Year  of  the  Ox.  In  China 
this  is  a  special  year,  the  year 
that  the  girls  turn  twelve.  We 
wish  you  the  best  of  luck  in  the 


coming  year,"  said  Shanti  Fry, 
President  of  FCC-England.  "The 
Ox  is  wonderful  animal  of  the 
Zodiac  for  adoptive  families 
because  the  Ox  is  patient,  strong, 
and  confident  plus  eccentric  and 
stubborn,  all  qualities  much  in 
evidence  for  those  who  chose  the 
part  of  adopting  in  China,"  Fry 
continued. 

Two  teenaged  girls,  Zoe 
Guastella  and  Nona  Morse, 
who  were  adopted  by  American 
families,  traveled  back  to  their 
orphanage  in  Wuhan,  Hubei 
Province,  last  summer.  They 
spent  two  weeks  volunteering  in 
the  room  for  special  needs  chil¬ 
dren.  The  duo,  introduced  by  Fry 
as  special  guests,  shared  about 
their  trip  through  a  video  clip,  in 
which  greetings  from  children 
in  Chinese  orphanage  finally 
reach  a  US  audience.  The  video 
clip  can  be  found  on  FCC-New 
England's  website:  http://www. 
fccne.org/. 

The  FCC  is  an  international 
organization  which  aims  to 
provide  a  network  of  support 
for  families  who  have  adopted 
in  China  and  to  provide  infor¬ 
mation  to  prospective  parents. 
There  are  over  100  FCC  chapters 
around  the  world.  FCC-New 
England  has  provided  individual 
support  for  more  than  2,000  chil¬ 
dren  for  foster  care,  school  fees  or 
surgery  at  127  orphanages. 


Chinese  New  Year  Celebrations 


Chinatown  Chinese  New  Year 
Celebration 

Sunday,  February  1,  2009 
10:00  AM-5:00PM 
The  Chinatown  Lion  Dance 
Parade  kicks  off  at  10am  on  stage 
in  Phillips  Square  (between  Har¬ 
rison  Ave  and  Essex  Street).  Free 
admission. 

Malden  The  Year  of  the  Ox 
Celebration 

Saturday,  February  7,  2009 
10:30AM-2:30PM 
Beebe  School 


403  Pleasant  Street 
Malden,  MA  02148 
Free  admission.  Lunch  tickets 
are  $3.00  each.  Ethnic  costumes 
welcome.  For  more  info,  please 
call  617-901-3044. 

21st  Annual  Quincy  Lunar 
New  Year  Festival 
Sunday,  February  8th 
10:30  AM  to  4  PM 
North  Quincy  High  School,  316 
Hancock  Street,  Quincy,  MA 
02171.  Free  admission.  Fes¬ 
tivities  will  include  a  traditional 


lion  dance,  an  array  of  Asian 
food  from  local  restaurants, 
martial  arts  demonstrations  and 
performances  from  traditional 
and  modem  music  and  dance 
troupes.  There  will  be  cultural 
performances  on  the  main  stage; 
activities  for  children  such  as 
face-painting  games  and  crafts; 
and  entertainment  for  seniors. 
Free  admission.  For  more  info, 
please  call  Quincy  Asian  Re¬ 
sources,  Inc.  at  please  617-472- 
2200. 
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Announcements 


AACA  Evening  English  Classes  is  now 
Recruiting  Students 

The  Asian  American  Civic  Associa¬ 
tion  (AACA)  is  recruiting  students  for  its 
new  higher  intermediate  evening  Eng¬ 
lish  classes.  The  last  3  testing  sessions 
will  be  held  Wednesday,  February  4  at  6 
PM,  Thursday,  February  5  at  5  PM  and 
Tuesday,  February  10  at  5:30  PM.  Classes 
begin  Tuesday,  February  17.  For  more 
information,  email  Richard  Goldberg 
richard@aaca-boston.org 

Bone  Marrow  Drive  in  Chinatown 

Tufts  Medical  Center  is  co-hosting  a 
bone  marrow  drive  with  Boston  City  Coun¬ 
cilor  Sam  Yoon's  office  and  the  National 
Bone  Marrow  Program  on  Tuesday,  Febru¬ 
ary  10th  from  4  p.m.  to  7  p.m.,  in  the  Medi¬ 
cal  Center's  Atrium  Lobby,  located  at  800 
Washington  Street.  The  life-saving  test,  in¬ 
volving  a  simple  swab  on  the  inside  of  the 
mouth  or  a  small  sample  of  blood  is  quick 
and  easy  requires  that  donors  be  between 
the  ages  of  18  and  55  and  in  reasonably 
good  health.  Once  the  sample  is  collected,  it 
is  typed  for  markers  on  the  surface  of  white 
blood  cells,  and  the  results  are  entered  into 
the  NMDP.  If  a  match  is  found,  the  partici¬ 
pant  will  be  contacted  to  undergo  further 
testing  to  complete  the  donation  process. 
For  more  information  about  Floating  Hos¬ 
pital's  BMT  program,  call  617-636-5535. 

AACA  Community  Forum 

The  AACA  is  hosting  a  community 
forum  on  "Crime,  Justice  &  the  immigrant 
community"  on  Thursday,  February 
12,  from  12-1  pm  on  the  4th  floor  of  the 
AACA.  The  speaker  will  be  Daniel  Con¬ 
ley,  Suffolk  County  DA.  Please  contact 
rsvp@aaca-boston.org  or  617-426-9492x312 
if  interested  in  participating.  The  AACA 
is  located  at  87  Tyler  St,  Boston,  MA. 

Chinese-language  Book  Fair 

Cheng  &  Tsui  is  celebrating  the  Year 
of  Ox  with  the  New  Year  Book  Fair!  The 
event  will  be  held  on  Friday,  January  30th 
from  9AM  -  5:30PM  in  our  offices  at  25 
West  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Books 
available  for  purchase  will  include  current 
and  former  Cheng  &  Tsui  publications,  as 
well  as  a  wide  spectrum  of  books  and  me¬ 
dia  covering  every  area  of  Asian  languag¬ 
es  and  culture,  including  many  texts  not 
normally  available  in  the  United  States. 
Please  come  join  us  on  the  30th! 

The  Chinese  Language  School 
Cultural  Day  in  Lexington 

The  Chinese  Language  School  will 
hold  a  cultural  day  event  on  Sunday, 

Feb  1,  2009  in  Clark  Middle  School  at  17 
Stevlman  Road.  Lexington.  The  event 
is  open  to  the  public.  Food  and  raffle 
tickets  will  be  available  for  purchase  on 
site.  The  school  will  celebrate  the  event 
by  providing  a  carnival  with  games  and 
prizes,  traditional  performances  including 
lion  dance,  Chinese  music,  and  martial 
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Oh  my  golly  gosh!  All  is  well 
again!  My  doctor  ISN'T  going  to 
deny  me  medical  care  after  all! 


ummm . NO. 

They  “appreciate  my  patience?" 

If  they  appreciate 
my  patience  so 
much,  then  why 
don't  they 
reimburse  me 
for  a  month  of 
aggravation  and 
subpar  care? 


www.lillianchan.com 


arts,  and  fun  arts  and  crafts  activities  like 
dough  figural,  Chinese  calligraphy  and 
painting. 

Free  Housing  Seminar 
The  Department  of  Neighborhood  De¬ 
velopment,  of  the  City  of  Boston,  is  host¬ 
ing  a  free  seminar  on  "How  to  Purchase 
a  Foreclosed  Property"  on  Tuesday,  Febru¬ 
ary  3,  2009,  6-8pm  at  Winter  Chambers, 

26  Court  Street,  Boston,  MA  02108-2528. 
For  details,  please  contact  Boston  Home 
Center  at  617-635-4663. 

Wollaston  Free  Eye  Seminar  and  Screen¬ 
ings 

Free  eye  seminar  and  screenings  will 
be  available  on  Wednesday,  February 
11  from  10am  to  11:30am  at  Wollaston 
Senior  Center,  550  Hancock  Street,  Quincy. 
Chinese  translation  available.  Service 
provided  by  by  Nielsen  Eye  Center.  Email 
sshorey@golasik.net  for  more  info. 

Free  Orientation  Tour  of 
Thomas  Crane  Library  in  Quincy 

Take  a  free  guided  tour  of  the  Main 
Library  building  on  Saturday,  February  7 
at  10:00  a.m.  The  tour  meets  in  the  atrium 
and  interpretation  in  Cantonese  and  Man¬ 
darin  will  be  available.  The  Thomas  Crane 
Library  is  located  at  40  Washington  Street, 
Quincy,  MA  02169.  For  more  info,  please 
call  617-376-1301. 

Tufts  Medical  Center 
Lunar  New  Year  Celebration 

Tufts  Medical  Center  will  celebrate  the 
Year  of  the  Ox  on  Friday,  February  6  from 
12pm  to  1pm  at  the  Atrium  lobby,  800 
Washington  St.,  Boston  800  Washington 
St.,  Boston. 


News  in  Brief 


Mass.  Turnpike  Board  Approves 
Fast  Lane  Fee 

The  Massachusetts  Turnpike  board 
of  directors  on  January  22  approved  a 
plan  to  eliminate  the  upfront  cost  of  Fast 
Lane  transponders.  However,  a  50-cents- 
per-month  fee  will  be  instituted  on  the 
devices'  users.  The  Boston  Globe  reported 
that  Turnpike  board  voted  4-1  to  eliminate 
the  $25.95  upfront  cost  effective  Feb.  15 
and  institute  the  new  fee  starting  June  1. 

Mass  Restaurants  to  Label 
Calorie  Content 

The  Malden  Observer  reported  on  Janu¬ 
ary  21  that  the  State  Public  Health  Council 
had  met  to  hear  presentations  on  the 
Department  of  Public  Health's  new  com¬ 
prehensive  wellness  plan,  which  includes 
regulations  that  would  require  all  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  restaurants  to  post  the  calorie 
content  of  menu  items  and  would  rework 
how  public  school  students  are  measured 
for  obesity. 

Calling  the  plan  "a  comprehensive  ap¬ 
proach  that  tackles  the  problem  on  many 
fronts,"  the  Department  of  Public  Health 
Stuart  Landers  presented  the  "Mass  In 


Motion"  proposal  to  a  supportive  council. 
Landers  cited  the  growing  rates  of  obesity 
and  diabetes  in  the  state  as  reasons  for  the 
far-reaching  regulations.  A  public  hearing 
for  the  proposed  regulations  is  scheduled 
for  Feb.  24. 

Quincy  Mayor  Requests  Wage  Freeze  for 
City  Employees 

The  Patriot  Ledger  reported  on  Janu¬ 
ary  23  that  Quincy  Mayor  Thomas  Koch 
is  to  consider  a  wage  freeze  as  a  way  to 
cope  with  the  city's  worsening  financial 
situation. 

Koch  reportedly  hopes  to  get  the  unions 
to  agree  to  some  sort  of  freeze  by  the 
spring  so  the  savings  on  wages  and  sala¬ 
ries  could  be  part  of  the  city  budget  for  the 
fiscal  year  beginning  July  1. 

Conventionally,  employees  would 
get  two  to  three  percent  increases  on  July 
1,  depending  on  their  union  contracts. 
Losing  that  increase  would  essentially 
negate  a  one-time  $300  salary  increase 
city  workers  are  to  get  in  July  in  return  for 
joining  the  money-saving  state-run  health 
insurance  plan  -  a  deal  Koch  signed  with 
the  unions  four  months  ago. 

Countdown  to  the  Digital  Conversion 

The  national  conversion  to  digital 
television  is  scheduled  for  February  17, 
which  is  just  around  the  comer.  The 
digital  switch  was  mandated  by  Congress. 
Not  only  will  the  switch  provide  a  better 
picture  for  viewers,  but  it  will  also  free  up 
space  on  the  frequency  spectrum  for  other 
services  such  as  police,  fire,  and  EMS. 
Presently,  all  television  stations  broadcast 
an  analogue  signal,  some  also  broadcast  in 
digital. 

Once  in  effect,  the  conversion  will 
affect  television  sets  that  are  hooked  up  to 
cable,  satellite,  a  set  of  rabbit  ears  mounted 
to  the  top  of  the  tube,  but  without  a  built- 
in  digital  tuner.  The  TV  signal  will  disap¬ 
pear  when  TV  stations  across  the  country 
flip  the  switch. 

In  an  effort  to  help  ease  this  transition, 
the  government  has  offered  coupons  on  a 
first  come  first  serve  basis  for  people  who 
need  converter  boxes.  Consumers  may  re¬ 
quest  the  coupon  to  purchase  a  converter 
box.  Unfortunately,  the  demand  is  still  up 
but  funding  for  the  coupons  has  run  out. 
Those  who  have  recently  filled  out  an  on¬ 
line  request,  you  may  be  out  of  luck.  Each 
household  can  still  apply  for  up  to  two 
coupons  at  $40  a  piece.  Converter  boxes 
range  in  price  from  $40  to  $90. 

For  more  info,  please  visit  http: 
https:/ / www.dtv2009.gov/ 

Harvard  College  Applications  on  the 
Rise,  Again 

The  Boston  Globe  reported  on  January 
21  that  applications  for  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity's  fall  class  rose  nearly  6  percent  over 
last  year.  According  to  Harvard  officials, 
more  than  29,000  students  have  applied 
for  the  Class  of  2013.  It  was  the  third  year 
in  a  row  that  applications  have  exceeded 
previous  records. 

Given  the  bleak  economy,  college  of- 
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ficials  attribute  the  increase  to  a  generous 
financial  aid  initiative  announced  more 
than  a  year  ago,  which  gives  students  - 
from  families  earning  less  than  $60,000  a 
free  ride  and  caps  tuition  at  just  10  percent 
of  income  from  families  earning  up  to 
$180,000. 

Almost  78  percent  of  this  year  appli¬ 
cants  will  apply  for  financial  aid,  com¬ 
pared  to  73  percent  last  year,  officials  said. 
About  25  percent  of  the  current  freshmen 
class  come  from  families  earning  less  than 
$80,000,  he  said.  Close  to  20  percent  come 
from  families  earning  less  than  $60,000. 

Growing  Number  of  Mass  Elders  Wait 
for  Home  Care  Services 

There  are  more  than  300  elders  on 
waiting  lists  to  receive  service  as  a  result 
of  a  $6.7  million  cut  from  the  Common¬ 
wealth's  Home  Care  program,  Boston 
Senior  Home  Care  says.  Until  last  October 
last  year,  elders  in  Massachusetts  were 
able  to  get  the  help  they  needed  to  con¬ 
tinue  living  independently  in  their  homes. 
By  July,  Boston  Senior  Home  Care  needs 
to  reduce  the  number  of  clients  its  home 
care  program  serves  by  125.  Meanwhile  its 
waiting  list  has  swelled  to  34  elders;  all  of 
whom  have  already  been  deemed  eligible 
for  the  program.  It  is  unclear  when  these 
persons  will  be  admitted  as  the  next  round 
of  budget  cuts  approaches. 

"The  cuts  are  very  hard  on  elders  who 
already  have  many  financial  challenges. 
Further  cuts  could  drive  those  elders  who 
are  barely  sustaining  themselves  into 
nursing  homes,"  states  Linda  George, 
Executive  Director  of  Boston  Senior  Home 
Care.  The  difference  is  $8.75  per  day  for  an 
elder  enrolled  in  the  home  care  program 
compared  to  $158  daily  for  nursing  home 
services.  Over  the  last  eight  years,  the 
home  care  program  has  saved  the  Com¬ 
monwealth  over  $439  million. 
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Chinatown  News 


Knitting  the  Fabric  of  Boston’s  Neighborhoods 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 

On  January  22,  the  director  and  three 
staff  members  of  the  City  of  Boston's  De¬ 
partment  of  Neighborhood  Development 
(DND)  invited  members  of  the  press  from 
Boston's  Asian  communities  to  introduce 
the  services  and  vision  of  DND.  The  meet¬ 
ing  took  place  in  Chinatown's  China  Pearl 
Restaurant. 

There  is  a  myriad  of  agencies  that  are 
housed  in  City  Hall,  and  it  can  be  over¬ 
whelming  for  residents,  especially  for  new 
immigrants.  Among  the  various  agen¬ 
cies  such  as  public  safety,  public  works, 
schools  and  social  services  which  affect  the 
fabric  of  neighborhoods.  DND  is  primar¬ 
ily  focused  on  keeping  neighborhoods 
affordable  via  housing  development,  but 
also  maintain  the  vitality  and  support 
small  businesses. 

"As  part  of  our  effort  to  increase  the 
visibility  of  the  services  we  offer,  we  want 
to  make  sure  communities  of  different 
backgrounds  and  languages  would  not  - 
hesitate  to  use  our  services,"  said  Evelyn 
Friedman,  Director  of  DND. 

The  City  of  Boston  proudly  describes 
itself  as  "America's  Walking  City."  Boston 
is  not  only  historically  rich,  but  also  many 
neighborhoods  foster  diversity,  accessibil¬ 
ity  and  community.  In  the  recent  State  of 
the  City  address.  Mayor  Thomas  Menino 
said,  "In  our  neighborhoods,  we  have  de¬ 
creased  foreclosures  and  increased  safety, 
decreased  property  taxes  and  increased 
opportunity."  Much  of  the  effort  to 
maintain  the  vibrancy  and  affordability  of 
Boston's  neighborhood  can  be  attributed 
to  the  DND's  various  divisions  which 
provide  services  for  business  owners,  en¬ 
trepreneurs,  homeowners  and  residents. 

DND's  Office  of  Business  Develop¬ 
ment  supports  the  city's  Main  Street  pro¬ 
gram,  created  by  Mayor  Menino  in  1995  as 
the  first  US  urban,  multi-district  program 
devoted  to  the  continuing  revitalization 
of  neighborhood  commercial  districts 
through  design,  technical,  and  financial 
support.  The  program  spans  across  19 
Boston  districts  including  Chinatown, 
Allston/ Brighton  and  Fields  Comer  in 


Dorchester,  which  boasts  many  Chinese, 
Vietnamese  and  Korean  businesses. 

Bik-Fung  Ng,  a  Chinese-speaking 
senior  program  manager  at  DND,  recalled 
a  recent  project  which  granted  funds  to 
redesign  and  install  signs  for  Chinatown's 
Oxford  street  storefronts  via  DND's  Re- 
Store  program. 

The  Office  of  Business  Development 
also  provides  professional  advice  and 
resources  in  accessing  loans,  retrofit¬ 
ting  energy  equipment  for  sustainability 
and  efficiency,  and  providing  guidance 
in  complying  with  regulations.  DND 
recognizes  the  difficulty  in  navigating 
through  the  myriad  of  logistics  in  starting 
and  maintaining  a  business,  especially 
for  new  immigrants.  As  expressed  by  the 
outreach  efforts  of  DND,  the  staff  recog¬ 
nizes  the  unique  value  of  small  businesses 
in  Boston's  vital  neighborhoods  and  hopes 
the  strength  of  diverse  businesses  will  con¬ 
tinue  to  thrive  with  support  from  the  city. 

In  the  midst  of  the  current  economic 
downturn  and  credit  crisis,  DND  initi¬ 
ated  programs  to  help  small  businesses 
lower  energy  costs  and  get  access  to 
credit.  Many  large  businesses  which  have 
significant  consumption  of  energy  have 
direct  negotiation  with  power  suppliers 
in  obtaining  lower  rates  which  smaller 
businesses  such  as  those  in  neighbor¬ 
hoods'  main  streets  do  not  have  access 
to.  DND  recently  launched  the  initiative 
Boston  Buying  Power  which  helps  smaller 
neighborhood  businesses  unite  to  increase 
their  collective  purchasing  power  in  en¬ 
ergy  along  with  programs  to  lock-in  rates, 
receive  efficiency  advice  and  technology 
to  monitor  and  mange  energy  usage.  DND 
also  launched  a  microloan  program  worth 
$350,000  for  Boston  small  businesses. 
Owners  or  entrepreneurs  can  apply  for  up 
to  $10,000  in  low-rate  loans  for  construc¬ 
tion,  restoration  and  energy  efficiency 
programs. 

Besides  supporting  Boston's  dynamic, 
diverse  and  vital  businesses,  the  DND's 
staff  and  resources  are  focused  heavily 
and  primarily  on  the  development  of  af¬ 
fordable  housing.  DND  has  committed  to 


Employer  Says  AACA’s  Vocational 
Programs  Make  a  Difference 


Mary  Pritchard,  of  Arbella  Insurance  Company,  presented  a  check  to  Chau-ming  Lee,  Executive 
Director  of  the  AACA.  (Photo  by  Michelle  Kiang) 


By  Cody  Yiu 

On  January  21,  representatives  from 
Arbella  Insurance  Company  presented 
a  $2,000  check  to  the  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  (AACA),  applauding 
the  organization's  continuous  efforts  to 
prepare  Boston  s  ethnic  minorities  for  the 
workforce. 

The  AACA  was  nominated  by  Julie 
Szeto,  an  Arbella  employee  who,  more 
than  a  decade  ago,  graduated  from  AS¬ 
CENT,  the  AACA's  office  skills  training 
program,  as  this  year's  award  recipient  of 
Arbella' s  Charitable  Foundation.  Szeto  is 
described  as  an  invaluable  asset  to  both 
her  employer  and  her  colleagues. 

"What  is  great  is  that  Julie  has  worked 
for  me  for  about  15  years.  Julie  had  come 


through  a  program  offered  by  the  AACA 
Julie  is  a  highly  regarded  employee;  she 
is  like  my  right  hand  woman.  I  would  be 
lost  without  her!  1  liked  the  idea  [of  the 
nomination]  and  decided  to  learn  more 
about  the  AACA.  I  was  so  impressed  with 
the  programs  that  are  offered  there,"  said 
Mary  A.  Pritchard,  Arbella's  subrogation 
claims  manager  who  presented  the  gift  to 
Chau-ming  Lee,  Executive  Director  of  the 
AACA. 

"The  AACA  is  really  reaching  so 
many  people  and  it  must  be  so  rewarding 
for  all  of  the  employers  there.  The  num¬ 
bers  that  pass  through  the  AACA's  pro¬ 
grams  must  be  phenomenal.  The  AACA's 
partnerships  with  the  African  American 
and  Latino  communities  I  thought  was 
also  impressive,"  Pritchard  said. 


invest  $2  million  in  Parcel  24  for  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  affordable  units.  In  partnership 
with  Asian  Community  Development 
Corporation,  DND  assists  in  providing 
free  classes  for  first-time  homebuyers  in 
Chinese,  and  provide  substantial  grants 
up  to  3%  of  purchasing  power  and  up 
to  $2,500  towards  a  down  payment  for 
participants  who  complete  the  Homeown- 
ership  101  program. 

In  response  to  the  current  real  estate 
climate,  DND  is  also  hosting  free  seminars 
on  how  to  purchase  a  foreclosed  property. 
Recognizing  the  potential  for  devastat¬ 
ing  the  community's  fabric,  Friedman 
said  "DND  is  mindful  that  its  programs 
are  protective  of  the  community  and 
discourages  investor-owners  who  are 
seeking  opportunities  in  buying  vulner¬ 
able  or  foreclosed  homes."  Moreover, 
DND  understands  the  national  mortgage 
crisis  which  also  provides  assistance  in 
foreclosure  prevention  and  intervention. 
The  Boston  Home  Center,  a  centralized 
resource  space,  provides  seminars  in 
avoiding  sub-prime  mortgage  products. 


identifying  potential  problems  in  existing 
mortgages,  addressing  tenant/ landlord 
issues,  and  determining  eligibility  for 
legal  services,  refinancing  or  home-repair 
programs. 

DND  staff  is  hoping  that  its  outreach 
efforts  will  encourage  various  immigrant 
neighborhoods  to  access  the  advice,  infor¬ 
mative  seminars  and  favorable  programs 
for  businesses  and  residents  in  Boston. 
They  invite  Chinatown  and  other  Asian 
communities  to  look  to  their  respective 
Main  Street  programs,  community  devel¬ 
opment  agencies  and  programs  in  City 
Hall  to  connect  together  and  maintain  the 
strength  in  Boston's  diverse  and  vibrant 
neighborhoods. 

Websites  to  access  public  request  for 
proposal  records,  events,  programs  and 
resources: 

www. city  ofboston.  gov  /  dnd 
www.chinatownmainstreet.org 
www.bostonbuyingpower.com 
www.bostonhomecenter.com 

Samuel  Tsoi  is  a  Sampan  correspondent. 


IT’S  TIME  TO  THINK  ABOUT 
MIDDLE  SCHOOL  NOW! 


IS  YOUR  CHILD  CURRENTLY  IN  4TH  GRADE? 


Boston  Collegiate  Charter  School 

•  Tuition-free,  public  school 

•  Exceptional  MCAS  Scores! 

•  School  bus  service  provided 

•  Serving  grades  5  —  12  since  1998 

•  College  preparatory  program,  with  support  for  all  students 

•  100%  college  acceptance  rate 

•  Recruiting  students  in  grades  5—8  for  the  2009-10  school  year 

***Attend  an  Information  Session*** 

Sessions  Begin  at  6:00PM 

Jan.  15,  2009  @  Vine  St.  Community  Center,  339  Dudley  St.,  Roxbury,  M A 
Jan.  22,  2009  @  Wang  YMCA/Theatre  District,  8  Oak  St.  West,  Boston,  MA 
Feb.  11,  2009  @  Boston  Collegiate  Charter  School,  11  Mayhew  St.,  Dorch.,  MA 
Feb.  24,  2009  @  Boston  Collegiate  Charter  School,  11  Mayhew  St.,  Dorch.,  MA 
CALL  (617)  265-1172  OR  CHECK  0UR  WEBSITE:  WWW.B0ST0NC0LLEGIATE.ORG 
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Join  the  Wang  YMCA  of 
Chinatown  and  receive 
three  free  sessions  of  one- 
on-one  personal  coaching 
valued  at  $150.  Available 
to  all  new  adult  members! 
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Wang  YMCA  of  Chinatown 
8  Oak  Street  West 
TEL:  (617)  426-2237 
www.ymcaboston.org/wang 


M&:  (617)  426-2237 

m It: 

www.ymcaboston.org/wang 


FREE  2-Week  Membership! 

New  members  only. 

Valid  only  at  the  Wang  YMCA. 
Expires  2-28-OV. 
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Health 


Looking  for  the  Perfect  Match- 

Tufts  Medical  Center  Holds  Bone  Marrow 

Drive  for  Young  Asian  Cancer  Patient 


Transplants  save  lives. 
And  bone  marrow  from  a 
complete  stranger  can  just 
turn  out  to  be  one's  life¬ 
saving  grace. 

In  June  of  2008,  Alex¬ 
ander  Phan,  a  four-year-old 
boy,  was  diagnosed  with 
a  very  rare  condition  HLH 
(hemophagocytic  lympho- 
histiocytosis)  and  he  is  now 
searching  for  a  matching 
bone  marrow  donor. 

Embarking  on  a  search 
to  find  a  potential  donor 
for  Alexander,  Tufts  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  is  co-hosting  a 
bone  marrow  drive  with 
Boston  City  Councilor 
Sam  Yoon's  office  and  the 
National  Bone  Marrow 
Program  on  Tuesday, 
February  10th  from  4  p.m. 
to  7  p.m.,  in  the  Medical 
Center's  Atrium  Lobby, 
located  at  800  Washington 
Street. 

The  national  registry 
is  in  need  of  participation 
from  members  of  Asian 
community  and  the  hope  is 
that  this  drive  will  increase 
the  number  of  potential 
Asian  donors  to  help 
patients  like  Alexander  and 
others  who  are  struggling 
with  their  fight  against 
cancer. 

This  drive  will  also 
add  new  potential  donors 
to  the  National  Marrow 
Donor  Program  registry 
and  potentially  help  other 
families  that  are  suffering 
through  the  same  struggle 
of  trying  to  find  a  suitable 
bone  marrow  donor  for  a 
loved  one.  Each  year,  more 
than  30,000  Americans  are 
diagnosed  with  potentially 


Alexander  Phan 


fatal  blood  disorders  such 
as  leukemia,  sickle  cell  ane¬ 
mia  and  Hodgkin's  disease 
that  can  be  cured  with  a 
bone  marrow  transplant. 
The  life-saving  test,  involv¬ 
ing  a  simple  swab  on  the 
inside  of  the  mouth  or 
a  small  sample  of  blood 
is  quick  and  easy,  and 
requires  that  donors  be 
between  the  ages  of  18  and 
55  and  in  reasonably  good 
health.  Once  the  sample 
is  collected,  it  is  typed  for 
markers  on  the  surface  of 
white  blood  cells,  and  the 
results  are  entered  into 
the  NMDP.  If  a  match  is 
found,  the  participant  will 
be  contacted  to  undergo 
further  testing  to  complete 
the  donation  process. 

The  Bone  Marrow 


Transplant  (BMT)  program 
at  Floating  Hospital  for 
Children  at  Tufts  Medical 
Center  is  the  second  largest 
bone  marrow  transplant 
program  in  New  England. 
Floating  physicians  handle 
the  most  complex  cases 
in  the  region  with  success 
rates  above  the  national 
average.  Floating  Hospital 
is  also  now  home  to  a  new 
unit  designated  to  pediat¬ 
ric  bone  marrow  patients 
and  their  families.  The 
unit,  the  first  of  its  kind  in 
New  England  and  possi¬ 
bly  the  country,  features  a 
fully  furnished  family  suite 
inside  the  BMT  transplant 
unit  itself,  where  parents 
can  stay  while  their  chil¬ 
dren  are  being  treated.  An 
HVAC  system  circulates 
clean  air  throughout  the 
BMT  unit  and  the  apart¬ 
ments,  keeping  the  area  as 
germ-free  as  possible.  For 
more  information  about 
Floating  Hospital's  BMT 
program,  call  617-636-5535. 

Article  funded  through  the 
Asian  Health  Initiative  of 
Tufts  Medical  Center.. 

Comments?  Questions? 
Please  submit  health  ques¬ 
tions  or  interested  topics  to 
editor@sampan.org. 


Youth 


By  Chealyn  Tim 

Young  people  engaged 
in  their  communities  and 
organizations  in  meaning¬ 
ful  ways  are  more  likely 
to  be  civically  involved 
throughout  their  lives. 
Youth  also  have  consider¬ 
able  knowledge  and  energy 
they  can  give  to  better  their 
communities  if  encouraged 
to  do  so.  However,  society 
often  does  not  value  these 
contributions  and  it  is  a 
challenge  to  find  or  create 
opportunities  to  involve 
youth  in  authentic  and 
meaningful  community 
roles.  It's  important  for  the 
youth  to  have  access  to  ser¬ 
vices  that  will  allow  them 
to  gain  leadership  skills 
and  be  in  a  safe  environ¬ 
ment. 

The  Asian  American 
Civic  Association  (AACA) 
held  a  Youth  Center 
Community  Dialogue  on 
January  21,  inviting  youth 
providers  from  the  Greater 
Boston  area  to  learn  about 
our  services,  what  we  do, 
and  how  we  can  work 
together  in  Chinatown. 

"The  new  youth  center 
will  provide  many  oppor¬ 
tunities  for  underserved 
youth  around  the  greater 
Boston  and  I  hope  our 
services  will  make  an  im¬ 
pact  in  the  lives  of  young 
people  we  serve  in  the 
program,"  says  Chealyn 
Tim,  Director  of  Youth 
Program.  Youth  will  have 
access  to  the  youth  center 
and  the  AACA  resources  in 
March  2009. 

Mai  Du,  who  is  Direc¬ 
tor  of  Youth  Program  at 
the  American  Red  Cross 
of  Massachusetts  Bay,  also 
serves  as  a  board  member 
of  the  AACA  and  the  chair 


AACA  Youth  Center 
Community  Dialogue 


Mai  Du  (right),  who  serves  as  a  board  member  on  the 
AACA,  is  also  the  chair  of  the  Youth  Committee.  (Photo 
by  Michelle  Kiang) 


Chealyn  Tim  (right),  who  spearhead  the  AACA's  Youth 
Center,  shared  about  AACA's  Youth  Center  with  other 
program  leaders  in  the  Asian  American  community  in 
Boston.  (Photo  by  Michelle  Kiang) 


of  the  Youth  Committee. 

"It  was  so  exciting  to 
share  and  invite  communi¬ 
ty  partnerships  to  support 
our  key  visionary  concepts 
so  that  the  AACA  Youth 
Center  will  1)  serve  not 
just  the  whole  child,  but 
the  whole  family,  2)  offer 
teaching  and  learning  for 
youth  in  a  'Wall-less  Class¬ 
room'  where  we  maximize 
community  resources  and 
embrace  collaborations,  3) 
promote  youth  empower¬ 
ment,  leadership  practices, 
and  global  citizenship,  4) 
extend  workforce  devel¬ 
opment  downward  to 
younger  people  whom 
would  benefit  from  a  holis¬ 


tic  approach  to  support  for 
career  development  and  5) 
integrate  Sampan  as  a  tool 
for  youth  social  and  politi¬ 
cal  voice  as  well  as  amplify 
the  impacts  of  a  powerful 
bilingual  newspaper  to 
reach  the  child,  family,  and 
community  for  positive 
youth  development.  As 
chair  of  the  Youth  Center 
Committee,  it  has  been  my 
commitment  to  see  that  our 
Youth  Center  will  help 
young  people  become  ef¬ 
fective  citizens  of  our  21st 
century  society,"  Du  says. 

Chealyn  Tim  is  the  youth  pro¬ 
gram  director  of  the  AACA. 


QUEEN  ANNE’S  GATE  IS  NOW  ACCEPTING 

APPLICATIONS  FOR  1,  2  &  3  BEDROOM  APARTMENTS. 

The  units  are  assisted  under  the  HUD  Section  236  &  13A 
programs.  Units  are  available  on  an  open  occupancy  basis  to 
those  qualified  persons  and  families  whose  incomes  do  not 
exceed  the  Section  236  or  13A  Maximum  Income  limits.  Rents 
are  based  on  income.  Waitlist  status  may  apply. 

The  following  income  limits  apply:  $26,400  -  $66,000 
Please  pick  up  applications  for  Queen  Anne’s  Gate  Apartments 

at:  148  Colonel’s  Lane,  Weymouth,  MA  02189 
Tuesdays  3pm  -  6pm  and 
Fridays  9am  -  12pm 

■— «J  Kindly  provide  advance  notice  ■■PH 

for  reasonable  accommodation. 


AFFORDABLE  HOMEOWNERSHIP 

THE  TOWN  OF  YARMOUTH  IS  CURRENTLY  ACCEPT¬ 
ING  APPLICATIONS  FOR  A  NEWLY  BUILT  AFFORD¬ 
ABLE  HOMEOWNERSHIP  OPPORTUNITY 

TWO  BEDROOM  HOME,  $149,000 
Old  Cedar  Lane,  Yarmouth  Port,  MA 
In  order  to  qualify  your  household  income  must  not  exceed 
$41,450  for  a  household  of  one 
$47,350  for  a  household  of  two 
$53,300  for  a  household  of  three 
$59,200  for  a  household  of  four 
'"other  requirements  may  apply"* 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  PLEASE  JOIN  US 
AT  OUR  INFORMATIONAL  SESSIONS 

Tues  Jan  27  6pm  or  Sat  Feb  7,  11  am 
YARMOUTH  SENIOR  CENTER 
528  Forest  Road,  South  Yarmouth 

or  call  1-508-430-4499  x5  (TDD  1-508-398-2231);  or  write 
to  Old  Cedar  Lottery.  Bailey  Boyd  Associate,  PO  Box  215, 
West  Harwich,  MA  02671 


ta 


Applications  due  Tues  March  17,  2009  2pm 

Equal  Housing  Opportunity 
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16  NEW,  AFFORDABLE 
1  &  2  BEDROOM 
CONDOMINIUMS 

including  accessible  1 -bedroom  unit 


ST.  AIDAN’S  -  150  PLEASANT  STREET,  BROOKLINE 

lovely  mixed-income  development,  walking  distance  to  Coolidge  Corner  &  2  MBTA  Green  Lines;  1  parking  space 


no. 

of 

pers 

1  bedroom  units 

2  bedroom  units 

4  units 

11  units 

1  unit 

maximum 

income* 

sales 

price 

condo 
fees, 
parking 
&  taxes 

maximum 

income* 

sales 

price 

condo 
fees, 
parking 
&  taxes 

maximum 

income* 

sales 

price 

condo 
fees, 
parking 
&  taxes 

1 

$  46,300 

$  145,000 

$432 

$  46,300 

$  174,000 

$  511 

$  66,060 

$  220,000 

$671 

2 

$  52,950 

$  52,950 

$  75,460 

3 

$  59,550 

$  84,920 

4 

$66,150 

$  94,380 

tit 


Maximum  income  may  change,  subject  to  annual  changes  in  income  limits  published  by  the  U.S.  Dept,  of  Housing  &  Urban  Development. 

PRELIMINARY  APPLICATION  AND  LENDER  PRE-APPROVAL 
DUE  AS  SOON  AS  POSSIBLE, 

AND  BY  MARCH  27,  2009  FOR  INCLUSION  IN  LOTTERY 

Application  and  information  available  at  www.brooklinema.gov/housing/currentopportunities/ 
by  calling  (617)  730-2091  at  Planning  Dept.,  Room  309,  333  Washington  Street,  Brookline, 

and  at  Brookline  public  libraries 


& 


HOUSE  FOR  SALE? 

CALL  SAMPAN  NEWSPAPER  ADVERTISING 
AT  617-426-9492  X206 
EMAIL  TO  ADS@SAMPAN.ORG 
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Fashion 


Jason  Who? 
Jason  WU! 

Michelle  Obama’s  Inaugural  Gown  De¬ 
signer  Takes  the  World  by  Storm 


Looking  Back 


Year  2008  in  Review 


By  Samuel  Tsoi 


President  Barack  Obama  and 
First  Lady  Michelle  Obama 
at  the  Obama  Home  States 
Inaugural  Ball. 

By  Cody  Yiu 

Jason  Wu ,  designer 
of  First  Lady  Michelle 
Obama's  stunning  Grecian- 
style  white  gown  at  the 
inaugural  ball,  is  the  "new 
name"  that  everyone  in  the 
fashion  industry  is  talking 
about. 

Wu,  a  Taiwan-born, 
Manhattan-based  young 
designer,  started  craft¬ 
ing  couture  creations 
for  toy  dolls.  He  started 
designing  and  custom¬ 
izing  Barbie  Dolls  in  the 
late  1990s  at  the  height  of 
the  Barbie  frenzy,  during 
which  having  a  custom¬ 
ized  Barbie  doll  was  every 
girl's  dream.  This  twenty¬ 
something  certainly  made 
a  name  for  himself  around 
the  world  the  moment 
Michelle  Obama,  hand-in- 
hand  with  her  husband. 
President  Barack  Obama, 
emerged  on  the  dance  floor 
in  what  would  be  Wu's 
claim-to-fame  masterpiece 
at  the  inauguration  ball  on 
January  20. 

Wu  told  Teen  Vogue  in 
a  recent  interview,  "I've 
been  on  pins  and  needles 
for  two  months.  I  made 
the  dress  in  November, 


Massachusetts  Asian  American  communities  in  2008 
will  remember  their  nation  captivated  by  a  historic  and  a 
critical  presidential  election  while  encumbered  by  a  reces¬ 
sion.  But  the  Asian  American  communities  continued 


to  grow,  embrace  change,  realize  full  voting  and  labor 
rights,  and  seek  educational  and  economic  opportuni¬ 
ties  in  their  local  neighborhood.  The  year  of  2008  was, 
in  all  senses,  pivotal  in  paving  the  way  for  an  evermore 
complex  and  dynamic  future. 

Following  are  highlights  of  2008: 


Designer  Jason  Wu. 

and  flew  to  Chicago  with 
it  over  Thanksgiving.  I 
was  like.  I'm  delivering 
this  myself!  I  didn't  want 
anyone  else  touching  it! 

But  I  really  didn't  know 
she'd  be  wearing  it  until  I 
saw  her  on  TV  last  night, 
just  like  everyone  else.  I 
dropped  everything  when 
she  walked  out.  And,  yes, 

I  did  cry  a  little  bit.  It's  an 
incredible  moment  for  me, 
but  also  for  this  country. 
We're  starting  with  a  clean 
slate." 

"I  barely  got  any  sleep 
last  night,  and  I've  been 
non-stop  since  6:30  this 
morning.  My  parents  are 
in  Taiwan,  where  there's  a 
thirteen  hour  time  dif¬ 
ference,  and  they  called 
me  five  minutes  after  it 
happened  last  night.  That's 
how  crazy  this  is.  The 
whole  world  is  watching!" 
Wu  told  Teen  Vogue. 

Jason  Wu  was  bom  in 
Taipei,  Taiwan,  and  moved 
to  Vancouver,  Canada 
when  he  was  ten  years 
old.  He  has  also  lived  in 
Tokyo  and  Paris.  Wu  visits 
Taiwan  regularly  and  is  a 
fan  of  Taiwanese  delicacies 
such  as  hot  grass  jelly  and 
car  wheel  cake. 


January 

The  Massachusetts  Asian 
American  Commission, 
a  clearinghouse  for  the 
common  needs  created  by 
the  Massachusetts  legisla¬ 
ture,  announced  its  agenda 
for  a  series  of  assessment 
surveys,  focus  groups  and 
town  meetings  through¬ 
out  communities  such  as 
Quincy,  Dorchester  and 
Lowell  to  be  presented 
to  the  legislature  and  the 
governor. 

Tufts-New  England  Medi¬ 
cal  Center  announced  its 
grant  recipients  for  2008- 
2010  cycles  of  the  Asian 
Health  Initiative  to  identify 
and  address  public  health 
issues  with  culturally  and 
linguistically  relevant 
educational  programs.  Re¬ 
cipients  included:  AA.CA, 
Asian  Spectrum  TV  of 
Malden,  Asian  Task  Force 
Against  Domestic  Vio¬ 
lence,  Boston  Asian  Youth 
Essential  Services,  BCNC, 
Greater  Boston  Golden  Age 
Center,  and  Wang  YMCA. 

Professor  Wing-kai  To  of 
Bridgewater  State  College 
published  a  visual  history 
of  Boston  Chinatown  with 
the  Chinese  Historical 
Society  of  New  England, 
providing  a  comprehensive 
repository  of  illustrations 
from  1870-1965. 

February 


Greater  Boston  Chinese 
Golden  Age  Center  and 
Rogerson  Communities, 
with  fundraising  efforts 
from  State  Street,  launched 
a  $26  million  project  to 
create  an  8-story  building 
containing  74  apartments 
for  elders  along  with  a 
health  program  and  senior 
center. 

The  Metropolitan  build¬ 
ing,  one  of  the  safest  parts 
of  Chinatown,  witnessed 
a  murder  during  a  physi¬ 
cal  altercation  inside  an 
apartment  between  two 
men.  The  suspect  was  held 
on  bail  and  expected  to  be 
prosecuted. 

March 

Nearly  a  thousand  people, 
including  ESL  students 
from  across  Chinatown 
and  other  Asian  commu¬ 
nities  in  Massachusetts, 
gathered  at  the  Statehouse 
in  support  of  funding  for 
adult  literacy  and  educa¬ 
tion  programs. 

Community  members 
gathered  at  the  Boston 
Redevelopment'  Author¬ 
ity  in  support  for  Parcel 
24  venture  by  the  Boston 
Fund  and  Asian  Com¬ 
munity  Development 
Corp.  for  a  325-unit  'smart 
growth'  development  that 
will  provide  much  needed 
housing  in  hopes  to  revital¬ 
ize  Chinatown. 


Dr.  Yang  Jianli,  imprisoned 
for  five  years  in  China  for 
his  political  advocacy  for 
democratic  reforms,  now 
released. 

April 

The  MBTA  updated  its 
plan  for  expanding  the 
Silver  Line,  'Phase  III', 
linking  the  Washington 
Street  rapid  transit  to  Silver 
Line  waterfront  services, 
connecting  subway  lines. 
Commuter  Rail,  Amtrak 
and  Logan  Airport  termi¬ 
nals.  Along  with  concerns 
of  noise  and  air  pollution, 
and  ongoing  assessments 
by  the  Massachusetts  Envi¬ 
ronmental  Policy  Act,  the 
potential  benefits  of  Phase 
III  include  traffic  relief  and 
community  development. 

A  new  employment  law 
went  into  effect  requiring 
employers  to  pay  wronged 
employee  triple  the  owed 
wage,  which  the  Chinese 
Progressive  Association 
hoped  would  help  Chinese 
employees  increase  their 
leverage  to  receive  their 
wages  quicker  and  more 
consistently. 

Cambodian  filmmaker  So- 
cheata  Poeuv,  showed  her 
award-winning  film,  "New 
Year  Baby,"  on  PBS  and  at 
the  Boston  Public  Library. 
Depicting  her  family's 
experience  of  surviving 
the  Khmer  Rouge  regime. 


the  film  was  to  convey  the 
message  of  healing  and 
reconciliation  through 
understanding  history. 

May 

The  7.9  magnitude  earth¬ 
quake  in  Sichuan,  China 
on  May  12,  with  a  death 
toll  of  69,000,  garnered  a 
wide  response  from  local 
communities.  Numerous 
organizations  collected  do¬ 
nations  for  the  relief  effort. 

The  effort  to  extend  bi¬ 
lingual  ballots  in  Chinese 
and  Vietnamese  through 
transliteration  of  candidate 
names  was  approved  by 
the  Boston  City  Council 
and  the  Mayor.  This  will 
protect  voting  rights  and 
independence  at  the  voting 
booth.  The  bill  was  then 
sent  to  the  State  Legisla¬ 
ture,  but  the  transliteration 
of  candidate  names  for  the 
Commonwealth  was  not 
approved. 

C-Mart,  a  supermarket 
chain  in  Chinatown,  agreed 
to  a  $66,000  settlement  in 
restitution  and  fines  for 
violating  Massachusetts 
wage  and  hour  laws  by 
failing  to  pay  employees 
the  minimum  wage,  over¬ 
time,  and  paid  Sundays 
and  holidays. 

The  Boston  Redevelop- 
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Beautiful  New  Homes  Available 
on  a  First  Come  First  Served  Basis! 

Dorchester  -  $185,000 
Brookford  Dalin  Dean  Street  Homes 

Large  Single  Family  Duplex-Style  Homes 
3  Bedrooms,  114  Baths  Approximately  1500  Square  Feet! 


Mt.  Pleasant  Apts. 
70  Perkins  St. 
Somerville,  MA  02145 


Applicants  are  currently  being  accepted  for  our  beautiful  1&2  bedroom 
apts.  waiting  list.  Eligibility  is  restricted  to  applicants  who  are  Elderly  or 
Disabled  and  within  income  limits  &  MHFA  guidelines. 

Parking  Landscaped  Grounds  24  hr.  Emergency  Service  Community 
Room  W/cable  On-Site  Mgts.  Office  Laundry  Facility  Secured  Entry  w / 

Intercom  System 


These  high-quality  new  construction  homes  are  located  on 
Dalin  Place,  Julian,  Ingleside,  Dacia,  Dean,  Victor  and  Brookford  Streets. 

Saturday  Jan  24,  2009  from  12:30  p.m.  -  2:00  p.m. 
Open  Houses!  Saturday  Feb  7,  2009  from  10:00  a.m.  - 11:30  a.m. 

We  will  meet  at  14A  Dean  Street. 

Visit  www.BrookfordDalinDeanhomes.com  for  more  info. 
For  more  information  about  these  properties,  the  1st  Home 
Program  and  how  to  apply: 

#  Call  The  Boston  Home  Center  at  617-635-HOME  (4663) 

•  Visit  us  on  the  web  at:  www.bostonhomecenter.com  and 
click  1st  Home  Program 


First-time  nomebuyers  only, 
income  and  asset  limitations  apply 
information  is  sub/ect  to  change 


LIMITED  EQUITY  HOMEOWNERSHIP  OPPORTUNITY 
These  properties  am  pan  of  a  netghoorhood  tana  trust  and  mcJude  a  ground 
lease  tn  ordar  to  ensure  that  appacents  tufty  unoerstana  dus  afferent  type  of 
ownership  they  must  attend  a  growd  tease  information  session  poor  to 
signing  up  tor  a  home 


C»,  of  be *or 

W  Mwrt  Mmyoi 


Maximum  Income  Limits 

1  person  $30,050 

2  person  $34,300 

For  more  information  Call  617-623-5810 

Financed  by  MHFA  Equal  Housing  Opportunity 


SAMPAN 
January  30 ,  2009 
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SamparTCIassified 


617-426-9492  x206 
ads@sampan.org 

Ol  insertion  12  wksl  =  S24 
06  insertions  (12  wks)  r  S130 
012  insertions  (26  wks)  =  S212 
©full  year  (52  wks)  =  $396 


Price  changes  according  to  size  of  the  ad 
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merit  Authority  approved 
plans  for  a  27-story  tower 
to  be  built  at  the  site  of 
the  Dainty  Dot  building. 
Many  preservationists 
opposed  this  plan,  but  Chi¬ 
natown  group  supported 
this  approval  because  they 
believe  it  will  make  way 
for  affordable  housing 
units  on  Oxford  Street. 

June 

A  rally  was  held  at  the 
State  House,  including  leg¬ 
islators,  homeowners,  ten¬ 
ants  and  advocacy  groups 
in  support  for  three  bills 
that  would  help  ease  the 
foreclosure  crisis,  which 
began  with  the  bursting  of 
the  sub-prime  mortgage 
bubble. 

James  Tan,  founding  pastor 
of  Boston  Chinese  Evan¬ 
gelical  Church,  passed 
away.  Tan's  faithfulness, 
integrity  and  generos¬ 
ity  through  his  Christian 
ministry  established  his 
50-year  ministry  in  Boston 
in  the  1950s.  BCEC  started 
in  1961,  which  grew  to  be 
the  largest  Chinese  church 
in  New  England 

Governor  Deval  Patrick 
outlined  his  education  re¬ 
form  proposal,  the  'Readi¬ 
ness  Project.'  This  allows 
children  of  undocumented 
immigrants  to  attend  a 
public  college  or  university 
at  the  in-state  tuition  rate 
if  they  are  Massachusetts 
public  school  students. 

July 

The  English  Works  Cam¬ 
paign  was  launched  to 
promote  the  collaboration 
of  business,  government 
and  labor  groups  to  pro¬ 
vide  high-quality  English 
language  programs  for  the 
Massachusetts  workforce, 
where  one  in  five  are  im¬ 
migrants. 

Parcel  12,  located  between 
the  Tufts  Medical  Center 
and  the  Doubletree  Hotel, 
was  one  of  the  last  public 
spaces  open  for  develop¬ 
ment  in  Chinatown.  The 
parcel  was  governed  by 
Article  38  of  the  zoning 
code  which  included  cri¬ 
teria  such  as  ground  floor 
community  and  cultural 
uses.  Proposals  from  the 
city  outlined  by  the  mayor, 
included  Silver  Line  Phase 
Ill,  Boston  Public  Library, 
expansion  of  the  Boston 
Arts  Academy,  and  afford¬ 
able  housing. 

ACDC  and  the  Metropoli¬ 
tan  Area  Planning  Council 
received  a  grant  of  $125,000 
from  the  New  York  based 
Environmental  Simulation 
Center  Funded  by  the 
Ford  Foundation,  the  grant 
was  to  address  gentrifica- 
tion  issues  in  Chinatown, 
-uch  as  displacement 
prevention,  affordable 
housing,  and  community 
resource  centers. 

Fhe  ESTAT  Reality  pro¬ 
posed  a  plan  to  build  a 
24-story  office  building. 


on  top  of  the  Jacob  Wirth. 

The  developer  promised  to 
retain  the  building  facade 
and  the  restaurant  in 
keeping  with  Chinatown's 
standard  building  height. 

August 

The  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives  of  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  removed  all 
provisions  for  a  Chinese/ 
English  sample  ballot  in  a 
last  minute  maneuver,  this 
unsettled  community  coali¬ 
tion  members  in  a  disap¬ 
pointing  five-year  struggle 
which  did  not  see  translit¬ 
erated  ballots  in  this  past 
September  and  November 
elections. 

Seven  students  from  pro¬ 
grams  at  BCNC  and  AACA 
who  studied  English  in 
Chinatown  were  among 
seventeen  winners  of  the 
First  Literacy  $1000  col¬ 
lege  scholarship.  On  the 
national  level.  Sen.  Hillary 
Clinton  and  Rep.  Mike 
Honda  introduced  legisla¬ 
tion  that  will  help  new 
Americans  integrate  into 
American  society  through 
English  language  educa¬ 
tion,  civics  instruction,  and 
incentives  for  businesses  to 
hire  and  train  new  immi¬ 
grants. 

Chinatown  resident  Linda 
Wang,  a  mother  of  an  au¬ 
tistic  child,  was  elected  as  a 
member  of  Special  Educa¬ 
tion  Advisory  Council  of 
the  Boston  Public  Schools. 

September 

The  Massachusetts  Office 
of  International  Trade  and 
Investment  opened  a  new 
office  in  Beijing.  China  in 
response  to  growing  op¬ 
portunities  of  U.S.  compa¬ 
nies  and  to  foster  ties  with 
government,  officials  rap¬ 
idly  expanded  the  Chinese 
economy. 

Sonia  Chang-Diaz  defeated 
incumbent  Diane  Wilk- 
erson  in  the  race  for  the 
senate  seat  for  the  Second 
Suffolk  District  during  the 
state  primary  elections. 
Former  Sen.  Wilkerson 
won  the  central  Chinatown 
precinct  and  a  number  of 
other  communities  loyal 
to  her,  and  decided  to  con¬ 
tinue  running  as  a  write-in 
candidate  for  the  general 
elections 

Sen.  Robert  Menendez 
of  New  Jersey  and  Rep. 
Mike  Honda  of  California 
introduced  the  Reuniting 
Families  Act  to  emphasize 
family  reunification  in  dis¬ 
tribution  of  entry  visas. 

October 

A  new  report  from  Leader¬ 
ship  Education  for  Asian 
Pacifies  and  University’  of 
California  acknowledged 
the  rapidly  growing  Asian 
American  population  as  a 
significant  impact  in  Amer¬ 
ican  political  and  civic  life. 
There  have  been  trends  of 
Asian  Americans  impact¬ 
ing  politics  in  California, 
New  York  and  Virginia 
where  Asian  American  vot¬ 


ing  was  a  deciding  factor  in 
electoral  results. 

Informational  videos  about 
gambling  addiction  began 
broadcasting  on  buses 
traveling  to  Mohegan  Sun 
Casino  from  Chinese  com¬ 
munities  across  the  state. 

The  Massachusetts  Council 
on  Compulsive  Gambling 
and  Quincy  Asian  Resourc¬ 
es  hope  to  raise  awareness 
about  the  problem  and 
to  provide  help  for  Asian 
Americans  dealing  with 
addiction. 

The  foreclosure  crisis 
alarmed  many  Asian 
American  advocacy 
groups,  as  they  urged  the 
stakeholders  not  to  over¬ 
look  Asian  AmericanPa- 
cific  Island  communities,. 
The  groups  urged  Con¬ 
gress  to  invest  in  financial 
counseling  programs  in 
Asian  languages  for  at-risk 
communities.  The  use  of 
sub-prime  loans  among 
Asian  Americans  grew  by 
181%  from  2004  to  2005, 
placing  many  in  risky 
mortgages.  There's  been 
needed  language  advocacy 
by  banking  services  be¬ 
cause  the  language  barrier 
puts  Asian  Americans  at  a 
disadvantage  in  accessing 
and  understanding  finan¬ 
cial  products. 

BCNC  received  a  $5,000 
grant  from  the  Children's 
Trust  Fund  of  Massachu¬ 
setts  to  fund  a  parenting 
education  and  support 
program. 

November 

The  first  African  American 
president,  Barack  Obama, 
had  the  most  historic, 
grueling,  costly  and  criti¬ 
cal  presidential  campaign 
in  decades;  Chinatown 
mirrored  the  country  and 
went  to  the  polls  in  record 
numbers.  The  national 
turnout  rate  was  about 
63%,  the  highest  since 
1968.  Turunout  rates  in 
both  Chinatown  districts 
was  approximately  70%. 
Voters  in  Massachusetts 
overwhelmingly  went  for 
Obama,  re-elected  John 
Kerry  and  Mike  Capuano 
to  the  Senate  and  House, 
respectively,  and  elected 
Sonia  Chang-Diaz  as  state 
senator  representing  Sec¬ 
ond  Suffolk  District. 

Josiah  Quincy  Upper 
School  started  piloting  the 
International  Baccalaure¬ 
ate  diploma  program  in  an 
effort  to  increase  academic 


competitiveness  of  US 
students  in  the  global 
community.  The  plan  will 
need  to  be  finalized  for 
Chinatown's  middle  school 
where  a  large  number  of 
Asian  and  black  students 
come  from  in  immigrant 
households. 

The  City  of  Boston  ap¬ 
proved  the  Planned 
Development  Area  plan 
that  will  provide  zoning 
regulations  beyond  what 
was  possible  for  Parcel  24, 
one  step  closer  in  finalizing 
the  ACDC  plan  to  develop 
a  325-united  mixed  used 
building  with  up  to  50% 
affordable  housing,  com¬ 
mercial  space,  and  envi¬ 
ronmentally  sustainable 
design. 

AACA  was  awarded  a 
grant  of  $125,000  by  Mayor 
Menino  for  the  agency's 
winning  proposal  to  run  a 
"green  collar"  job  training 
program  to  equip  students 
with  knowledge  in  energy 
efficiency  technology  and 
encourage  the  community 
to  participate  in  sustain¬ 
ability  innovation. 

December 

The  plan  to  open  a  C-Mart 
supermarket  ignited 
tensions  among  Quincy 
residents.  The  proposed 
location,  which  will  replace 
the  Boston  Gear  Works 
Building,  is  supported 
by  most  Asian  residents 
wishing  for  more  grocery 
store  options,  while  many 
non- Asian  residents  op¬ 
posed  the  plan  citing  traffic 
and  safety  issues.  The  City 
Council  will  continue  to 
hold  hearings  and  weigh 
in  on  other  factors  and 
options  for  the  proposed 
space. 

Boston  University  hosted  a 
conference  on  the  future  of 
China,  discussing  the  po¬ 
litical,  social  and  economic 
developments  of  China. 

United  Commercial  Bank 
participated  in  the  U.S. 
Treasury's  Capital  Pur¬ 
chasing  Program  as  part 
of  an  effort  to  encourage 
healthy  banks  to  build 
capital  and  increase  the 
flow  of  credit. 

The  Asian  American  Com¬ 
mission  of  Massachusetts, 
Mayor  Menino,  and  Coun¬ 
cilor  Sam  Yoon  hosted 
a  vigil  to  support  those 
who  suffered  in  the  recent 
Mumbai  attacks  and  to 
counter  hate  and  violence. 


Marketing  Interns  Wanted 

Looking  for  a  college  intern  to 
assist  with  SAMPAN’s  website 
development  and  marketing.  We 
are  in  the  process  of  launching 
a  brand  new  website  and  would 
like  to  offer  this  opportunity  to 
a  driven  college  student  who 
wants  to  leam  how  to  build  a 
successful  foundation  to  create 
and  market  a  newspaper.  The 
successful  candidate  will  perform 
skills  in  the  following  field: 

1 .  How  to  research  a  market  to 
design  a  successful  website 

2.  How  to  drive  traffic  to  a 
website 

4.  How  to  create  content  that 
ranks  in  search  engines  and 
most  importantly  sells 

5.  How  to  build  a  business 
around  a  website 

College  credit  (your  college  has 
to  approve,  we  are  willing  to  do 


any  necessary  paperwork  for  you 
to  get  college  credit).  This  would 
be  a  great  addition  to  your  re¬ 
sume.  Work  schedule  per  week 

-  we  are  flexible  and  can  work 
around  your  school  schedule 

-  We  are  looking  for  someone 
who  could  work  5  to  8  hours  a 
week.  Email  resume  to  recruit@ 
sampan.org 

WANTED 

Experienced  Sushi 
Chef  for  Newbury 
Street  Restaurant. 
Thursday,  Friday, 
and  Saturday  Nights. 
Competitive  Pay. 
Please  E-mail 
Reservations@29ne 

wburv.com 
or  call  617-536-0290 


j*  * 


BHCC 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College 


www.bhcc.mass.edu 


Steam  Fireman  I- 
Facilities  Management 

Please  visit  our  website  at  www.bhcc.mass.edu  to  access  the 
full  position  description  and  application  procedure.  Go  to  the 
Community  &  Visitors  tab  on  the  homepage  and  select 
Human  Resources. 

Bunker  Hill  Community  College  is  an  Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 
Women,  people  of  color,  persons  with  disabilities  and  others  are  strongly 
encouraged  to  apply. 


ill 


,})BI  Bunker  Hill 
»]mi  Community  College 

imagine  the  possibilities 


Become  an  FBI  Special  Agent. 

We  are  currently  seeking  Special  Agent  candidates  in  the 
following  critical  skill  areas:  Intelligence  experience 

•  Computer  Science  or  IT  •  Engineering  •  Physical  Science 

•  Accounting/Finance  •  Law  •  Law  Enforcement  or  other 
Investigative  experience  •  Military  experience  •  or  Foreign 
Language  (Chinese  -  all  dialects,  Korean,  Urdu,  Indonesian, 
Punjabi,  Tamil,  Pashto,  and  Hindi)  •  and  many  other 
disciplines. 

To  qualify  for  the  position  of  FBI  Special  Agent,  you  must 
possess  a  four-year  college  degree  plus  three  years  of 
professional  work  experience;  be  available  for  assignment 
anywhere  in  the  FBI’s  jurisdiction;  be  between  the  ages  of  23 
and  36;  and  be  in  excellent  physical  condition  with  the  ability 
to  pass  a  rigorous  physical  fitness  test. 

Or  join  us  in  one  of  our 
Professional  Staff  positions. 

Our  Professional  Staff  possess  a  myriad  of  specialized 
experience  including  the  collection  and  dissemination  of 
intelligence  information  as  well  as  analyzing  and  deciphering 
communications  in  order  to  keep  our  nation  safe.  Explore  our 
variety  of  opportunities  from  entry  level  to  senior 
management  in  the  following  areas:  •  IT/Computer  Science 

•  Intelligence  •  Engineering  •  Budget/Finance 
Management  •  Human  Resources  ■  Trade  &  Maintenance 

•  and  many  more 

Please  visit  our  Web  site  for  complete  details.  Positions  are 
added  daily. 

Apply  online  today  at  WWW.FBIjobs.gov 

You  must  be  a  U.S.  citizen  and  consent  to  a  complete 
background  imeshgation.  drug  test,  and  polygraph  as  a 
prerequisite  for  employment.  Only  those  candidates 
determined  to  be  best  qualified  will  be  contacted  to  proceed 
in  the  selection  process. 
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SBSBKSC 

800  Washington  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
617-636-6372 


<^±MJIt3iS«: 

Commonwealth  Connector: 
www.MAhealthconnector.org 
l-877-MA-ENROLL(623-6765) 
(TTY:  1-877-623-7773) 


Wondering  about  Health  Insurance,  Commonwealth  Care, 
Commonwealth  Choice  or  MassHealth? 

The  Asian  Access  Program  at  Tufts  Medical  Center 
is  pleased  to  provide  enrollment  assistance  in  the  many  health  insurance 
options  now  available  through  the  Commonwealth  Connector. 

Please  visit  the  Asian  Access  Program  at  Tufts  Medical  Center  to  talk  with 
someone  about  your  eligibility,  the  plan  that  is  right  for  you  and  receive  help 
enrolling  in  health  insurance,  or  get  help  with  re-determination  of  your  plan. 


Tufts  Medical  Center 

800  Washington  Street 


Boston.  MA 
t  617-636-6372 


Visit  or  call  the 

Commonwealth  Connector 

at:  www.MAhealthconnector.org 
1-877-MA-ENROLL  (623-6765) 
(TTY:1  877-623-7773) 
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*  Arad  of  the  Par  Rim  *  Conservatory  Lab  *  Neighborhood  House 

*  Benjamin  Banneker  *  Edward  Brooke  *  Boston  Collegiate 

*  Prospect  Hill  Academy  *  Excel  Academy  *  Boston  Preparatory 

*  City  on  a  Hill  *  MATCH  *  Roxbury  Ptcp 

*Codman  Academy  *  Smith  Leadership  Acad  *  Uphams  Corner  Charter 

'Phoenix  Academy  'Boston  Renaissance  'Dorchester  Collegiate  Academy 

*  Community  Charter/Cambndge  'Pioneer  Charter  School/Sciencc 
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{V  Asian  Community 
Ck^l  Development  Corporation 


First  Time  Homebuyer  Workshop 
(in  Cantonese)  -  Feb  7  &  8,  10AM-3PM 

2009^2^7B^8B,  ±^10*5STft3*5 
38  Oak  Street,  Boston  MA  021 1 1  ((gfeAJg/The  Metropolitan) 
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For  more  information,  please  call 

(617)  482-2380  ext.  205 
or  e-mail  chop@asiancdc.org  today! 


First  Time  Homebuyer  Education 
Workshop  features  guest  speakers 
including:  Mortgage  Originator,  Real  Estate 
Broker,  Home  Inspector,  Insurance  agent, 
and  Real  Estate  Attorney.  They  will  assist 
potential  homebuyers  in  learning  all  aspects 
of  the  homebuying  process: 

✓  Steps  in  the  Honlebuying  process, 
including  finding  best  housing  options, 
creating  a  budget,  preparing  your  credit, 
and  choosing  the  right  mortgage; 

Learn  about  special  loan  programs; 
Learn  how  about  affordable  housing 
opportunities;  and 

Learn  how  to  apply  for  the  BCHI  funds 
for  down  payments  or  closing  cost 
assistance. 


✓ 

✓ 


Sign  up  today! 
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J.S.  WATERMAN  &  SONS 

Waring  -  Laugone  1  -800-344-7526 


Tak  Chiu  Joseph  Yeung 
Senior  Funeral  Director 


Kenneth  F.  Bennett 
Senior  Funeral  Director 
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(617)472-1137 
576  Hancock  St. 
(Citgo  fflififg®) 

Deware  Funeral 
Home 
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www.brooklinema.gov/housing/currentopportunities 
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Avalon  Blue  Hills  -  326  Canton  Street,  Randolph,  MA  02368 
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H®^§MA^I^J(Blue  Skies  Advantage)^® 

Pf  S^Elil  Avalon  Blue  Hills 

877-282-6246  (SiM^4)  (877)  AVB-MAIN  (option  4) 


Blue  Skies  Advantage 

AvalonBay  Customer  Care  Center  -  Avalon  Blue  Hills 
2901  Sabre  Street,  Suite  100 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23452 
1$S:  757-486-4155 

SiP:  CustomerCareCenter@AvalonBay.com 
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Avalon  Northborough  1  Avalon  Drive,  Northborough,  MA  01532 
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ffWS§KA1i?iJ(Blue  Skies  Advantage)*© 

HSPtlttf  Avalon  Northborough 

877-282-6246  (t$i®IS4)  (877)  AVB-MAIN  (option  4) 
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Chinese  New  Year  Celebration  at  Boston  Children's  Museum 
Sunday,  February  8,  2009  from  1  lam-4pm 
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Making  Red  Envelopes  $^f7IIM?ftM£Xlt£l 
And  many  more 
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MUSEUM 

Boston  Children's  Museum, 

300  Congress  Street,  Boston,  MA  02210 
www  BostonChildrensMuseum.org 
(617)  426-6500  *  235 


